Introduction
The determination of cell viability is important in tissue culture and cytotoxicity studies, and there are several accepted assays of viability that utilize the exclusion of certain dyes by live cell membranes ( 10).
There are several problems with these routine staining procedures, 
Results and Discussion
The data in Table 1 (4, 6, 8, 9) .
We found that the identification of live and dead cells stained by FDA-PI was unequivocal, which was not so with trypan blue. With
FDA-PI, live cells stained bright green and nonviable cells were bright
red. In addition, the standard deviations of the FDA-Ph counts were usually smaller than those of trypan blue (Table  I ) Therefore, we have found that simultaneous staining with FDA-PI is a more accurate method to discriminate between live and nonviable cells than is trypan blue exclusion, and can be used to prepare slides that can be stored and counted at least 1 week later.
